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BIRDING LOCALITIES OF INTEREST 
 

ELLIS LAKE WETLANDS - TRAIL 2.0 M 
This is a project that was designed specifically to improve water quality in the Mill Creek, reduce flooding, provide aquatic 
and terrestrial habitat, and passive recreation. The project was sponsored by Schumacher Dugan, West Chester Township 
Parks, and the Mill Creek Restoration Project (now known as the Mill Creek Alliance). The funding came from Clean Ohio. 
The project was identified, designed, and monitored by MACTEC (now Wood Environment and Infrastructure Solutions) and 
Human Nature. The trail was always intended to be a loop, but the Township withdrew support for the project shortly after 
completion and a bridge was never installed. Clearly the terrestrial habitat and recreational portion of the project has been 
a success as testified by the other reviews. This project is intended as an example of a riparian corridor restoration with 
hopes that it would extend further up and down the Mill Creek to create a recreation corridor. 
 
 

THE KEY TO THE BIRD LIST  
 

* = Species heard only 
Red – IUCN Red List Category 

IOC = International Ornithological Congress 
NACC = North American Classification Committee 
SACC = South American Classification Committee  

CT = National Audubon Society Climate Report 
 

THE BIRDS 
 

SWANS, GEESE & DUCKS - ANATIDAE 
Canada Goose - Branta canadensis 
About six seen at the main lake. The northern populations of small Canada Geese have been variously treated taxonomically 
as three separate species, B. hutchinsii (Richardson, 1832) [Hutchins's or Richardson's Goose], B. rninirna Ridgway, 1885 
[Cackling Goose], and B. leucopareia (Brandt, 1836) [Aleutian Goose]; as a single species under the name B. hutchinsii; or 
as one or more subspecies of B. canadensis. Relationships between breeding populations and groups are still uncertain, but 
this complex probably consists of at least two species, a large one, B. canadensis [Canada Goose], and a small one, B. 
hutchinsii [Tundra/Cackling Goose], that includes the other two groups (Aldrich 1946, supported by mtDNA data in Quinn 
et al. 1991). 
 
CT Mallard - Anas platyrhynchos 
Seen several at the main lake. The most common duck in the region. Two groups were formerly recognized as distinct 
species, A. platyrhynchos and A. diazi Ridgway, 1886 [Mexican Duck] (e.g., Aldrich and Baer 1970), but extensive 
hybridization in southeastern Arizona, southern New Mexico, and west-central Texas compels merger into a single species 
(Hubbard 1977). Arias platyrhynchos (including diazi), A. fulvigula [Mottled Duck], A. rubripes [American Black Duck], A. 
wyvilliana [Hawaiin Duck], A. laysanensis [Laysan Duck], and possibly several Old World forms are all closely related; at least 
the first three appear to constitute a superspecies (Johnsgard in Mayr and Cottrell 1979). In various treatments, some or 
even all the taxa mentioned are treated as conspecific under the name A. platyrhynchos (e.g., Johnsgard 1961, 1967). Anas 
rubripes hybridizes frequently with A. platyrhynchos in an area of broad overlap, largely the result of introductions of the 
latter in the range of the former. These two forms differ somewhat behaviorally and tend to segregate as species (Brodsky 
and Weatherhead 1984, Hepp et al. 1988), although genetically they are virtually identical (Ankney et al. 1986, Ankney and 
Dennis 1988, Avise et al. 1990). 
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CORMORANTS – PHALACROCORACIDAE 
CTDouble-crested Cormorant – Phalacrocorax auratus 
Seen several at main lake. Some western birds have obvious white crests in breeding plumage and may be identifiable, but 

many have black crests like eastern birds. (Sibley 2014). 

 
Double-crested Cormorant – Richard Amable 

 

HERONS & EGRETS – ARDEIDAE 
The monophyly of the family Ardeidae has never been seriously questioned other than the treatment of Cochlearius in a 
separate, monotypic family. Sequence of genera (and some species within genera) derives from the phylogeny of Sheldon 
(1987), Sheldon et al. (1995), McCracken & Sheldon (1998), Sheldon et al. (2000), and some unpublished data from Fred 
Sheldon. The family is often (e.g., Mart√≠nez-Vilata and Motis (1992) subdivided into four subfamilies, but these do not 
correspond precisely to the branching pattern of the molecular phylogeny of Sheldon et al. (2000), in which there is also 
some conflict depending on which molecular data-set is used (e.g., whether tiger-herons and Cochlearius are sister groups); 
thus, no subfamilial divisions are used here. 
 

Great Blue Heron – Ardea Herodias 
About three seen at main lake and more at the trees. Payne & Risley (1976), Payne (1979), Sibley & Monroe (1990), and 
Martinez-Vilata and Motis (1992) considered Ardea cinereal [Grey Heron], A. Herodias [Great Blue Heron], and A. 
cocoi [Cocoi Heron] to form a superspecies. The restricted population in the Florida Keys differs from the widespread birds 
in average size, average plume length, and color (all-white). These have been split as Great White Heron in the past, but 
whether this population is best considered a species, subspecies, or merely a morph is still a subject of debate. (Sibley 2014). 
 
Great Egret - Ardea alba 
Two seen at the main lake. Formerly placed in the monotypic genus Casmerodius; placed by some authors (e.g., Blake 1977) 
in Egretta. Also known as Common Egret or American Egret and, in Old World literature, as Great White Heron. Records in 
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Virginia and western Alaska have been suspected of being the African and Asian subspecies, respectively, which may be 
elevated to species status, but identification has not been confirmed and ID criteria need to be worked out. (Sibley 2014). 
 

NEW WORLD VULTURES – CATHARTIDAE 
Ligon (1967) summarized previous evidence and presented new evidence on skeletal morphology, myology, and natal 
plumage that suggested that the Cathartidae were more closely related to the Ciconiidae than to other Falconiformes. 
<summarize subsequent evidence/against ciconiiform relationship, Sibley & Ahlquist (1990), Avise et al. (1994), Griffiths 
(1994), Mayr & Clarke (2003) , Fain & Houde (2004) etc., >. Recent genetic data strongly refute a cathartid-stork relationship 
(Cracraft et al. 2004, Ericson et al. 2006, Gibb et al. 2006, Slack et al. 2007, Hackett et al. 2008). The monophyly of the 
Cathartidae is strongly supported by multiple data sets (e.g., REFS), and the family is sufficiently distinctive that fossil 
cathartids can be recognized as far back as the middle Eocene (e.g., Cracraft & Rich 1972). 
 
Turkey Vulture - Cathartes aura 
Several flying all over, common. Jaramillo (2003) suggested that the resident tropical subspecies ruficollis [Tropical] and the 
southern subspecies group (jota [South Temperate] and "falklandica"[Falkland]) might merit recognition as separate species 
from the northern Cathartes aura group.  

 
Turkey Vulture – Richard Amable 

 

HAWKS AND EAGLES – ACCIPITRIDAE 
The monophyly of the Accipitridae has never been seriously questioned, and recent comprehensive genetic analyses (Lerner 
& Mindell 2005, Griffiths et al. 2007, Lerner et al. 2008) confirm the monophyly of the family. Lerner & Mindell (2005) found 
that the Accipitridae consisted of fourteen principle lineages, which they designated with subfamily rank. Griffiths et al. 
(2007) found that the family consists of eight major lineages, which they designated using tribe, subtribe, and infratribe 
ranks; none of Peters (1931) subfamilies was found to be monophyletic [descended from a common evolutionary ancestor 
or ancestral group]. 
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Red-shouldered Hawk – Buteo lineatus 
Heard only. Sibley and Monroe (1990) considered B. lineatus [Red-shouldered Hawk] and B. ridgwayi [Ridgway's Hawk] to 

constitute a superspecies. Eastern and Florida populations differ from each other only in plumage color saturation. 

California birds are more distinctive (especially juvenile plumage) and should be identifiable in virtually all cases. (Sibley 

2014). 

 

Red-tailed (Eastern) Hawk – Buteo jamaicensis 

Seen one soring about as. The dark and variable populations breeding in western, central, and south-coastal Alaska, and in 

western Canada were formerly regarded as a distinct species, B. harlani (Audubon, 1831) [Harlan's Hawk], but are now 

treated as a race of B. jarnaicensis (see Mindell 1983). Most subspecies differ only slightly and on average in plumage, and 

are barely distinguishable except by subjective judgment and considering location. Krider’s may be only a morph. Harlan’s 

Hawk (B. j. harlani) is the exception, and is nearly 100% identifiable. (Sibley 2014). 

 

RAILS, GALLINULES, AND COOTS – RALLIDAE 
American Coot – Fulica americana 

Only one seen at main lake. The South American F. ardesiaca [Andean Coot] Tschudi, 1843, has been treated as a race of F. 
americana (e.g., Blake 1977), but see Fjelds•t (1982b, 1983). White-shielded birds are merely a morph of American Coot 
and not Caribean Coot (Sibley 2014). 

 
PLOVERS & LAPWINGS – CHARADRIIDAE 
Sequence of genera follows Baker et al. (2012).  Many classifications (mostly recently Cracraft 2013) divide the family into 
two subfamilies, Vanellinae and Charadriinae. 
 

SANDPIPERS  - SCOLOPACIDAE 
Wilson’s Snipe – Gallinago delicata  

Seen one flying in the wetland. Known in Old World literature as the Snipe. Groups: G. gallinago [Common Snipe] and G. 
delicata (Ord, 1825) [Wilson's Snipe]; the close approach of the breeding ranges in the Aleutian Islands, and differences in 
display sounds (Th6nen 1969) and external morphology (Oberholser 1921, Wetmore 1926, Tuck 1972), suggest that the 
two groups may be distinct species, but there appears to be no conclusive genetic evidence to support this treatment (Zink 
et al. 1995). The South American G. paraguaiae [South American Snipe] (Vieillot, 1816) and G. andina [Puna Snipe] 
Taczanowski, 1875, are considered conspecific with G. gallinago by some authors (e.g., Blake 1977); they and the African G. 
nigripennis Bonaparte, 1839, constitute a superspecies (Mayr and Short 1970). 

 
PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS - CHARADRIIDAE 
Killdeer - Charadrius vociferus 
One seen at the field of crops. Charadrius vociferus was formerly (e.g., Ridgway 1919) placed in the monotypic 
genus Oxyechus but it has been included in Charadrius since Peters (1934). 
 

PIGEONS & DOVES – COLUMBIDAE 
Jarvis et al. (2014) and Prum et al. (2015) found that the Columbiformes were sister to Old World Pterocliformes 
[Sandgrouse ] and Mesitornithiformes [Mesites]. The monophyly of the Columbiformes has never been seriously 
questioned.  Traditional classifications (e.g., Gibbs et al. 2001) treat the huge, extinct flightless pigeons of the Mascarene 
Islands as a separate family, Raphidae, but recognition of this family would certainly make both families paraphyletic 
because it would seem impossible that the three species of "Raphidae" are each other’s closest relatives, but instead 
represent three independent colonizations of separate islands with subsequent convergent evolution. Within the 
Columbidae, Goodwin (1983) recognized five subfamilies, only one of which, Columbinae, occurs in the Western 
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Hemisphere. These subfamily designations do not correspond to deep splits in the family. In fact, genetic data (Johnson 
2004) indicate that the New World ground-doves are a distinctive group that are the sister group to a large sample of Old 
World and New World genera. 
 
Mourning Dove - Zenaida macroura 
Two seen along trails, common. Z. macroura [Mourning Dove] and Z. auriculata [Eared Dove] constitute a superspecies 
(Mayr and Short 1970). 
 

KINGFISHERS - ALCEDINIDAE 
Belted Kingfisher - Megaceryle alcyon 

One heard and seen at the main lake. Megaceryle torquata [Ringed Kingfisher]and M. alcyon [Belted Kingfisher] have 
been placed in the genus Ceryle in many classifications (e.g., Meyer de Schauensee 1970, AOU 1983, 1998), but most 
classifications have followed Fry (1980) in restricting Ceryle to Old World C. rudis [Pied Kingfisher] (e.g., Sibley & Monroe 
1990, Fry & Fry 1992, Woodall 2001). Recent genetic data (Moyle 2006) indicate that Old World Ceryle rudis is the sister 
to Chloroceryle, and so Megaceryle must be recognized if Chloroceryle is maintained as a genus. 
 

WOODPECKERS – PICIDAE 
The monophyly of the Picidae has never been seriously questioned. Within the Piciformes, evidence supports a sister 
relationship to the Old World Indicatoridae, Prychitko & Moore 2003, Cracraft et al. 2004, Fain & Houde 2004, Webb & 
Moore 2005, Benz et al. 2006, Ericson et al. 2006, Hackett et al. 2008). The linear arrangement and composition of genera 
below in general follows that of Short (1982), who placed the piculets in a separate subfamily, Picumninae, and divided the 
typical woodpeckers, Picinae, into six tribes, four of which have representatives in South America: Melanerpini for a broadly 
defined Melanerpes and Sphyrapicus; Campetherini for a broadly defined Picoides and Veniliornis (now Dryobates); 
Colaptini for Piculus, Colaptes, and Celeus; and Campephilini for Dryocopus and Campephilus. In general, Short's 
classification, culminating in a monographic treatment of the family (Short 1982), merged many previously recognized 
genera into many fewer, broadly defined genera. <incorp. Goodge 1972>. Genetic data (Webb & Moore 2005, Benz et al. 
2006) that most of these groups are not monophyletic. Webb and Moore (2005), generally supported by Benz et al. (2006), 
recommended a classification with three tribes for the three major groups in the Picinae: (1) Malarpicini 
for Colaptes, Piculus, Celeus, Dryocopus, and several Old World genera; (2) Dendropicini 
for Picoides, Veniliornis (now Dryobates), Melanerpes, Sphyrapicus, and several Old World genera; and 
(3) Campephilus, Chrysocolaptes, and two Old World genera. Genetic data (Benz et al. 2006) support the monophyly and 
distinctiveness of the Picumninae (Picumnus and Old World Sasia, but not Caribbean Nesoctites) as the sister taxon to all 
other woodpeckers. 
 
CTRed-bellied Woodpecker - Melanerpes carolinus 
Heard and seen along the paved trail, distinguished by its barred (zebra) back. Melanerpes aurifrons [Golden-fronted 
woodpeckers], M. carolinus [Red-bellied Woodpecker], M. hoffmannii [Hoffmann's woodpecker], M. uropygialis [Gila 
woodpecker], and M. superciliaris [West Indian woodpecker] appear to constitute a superspecies (Short 1982). Birds of 
southern Florida differ on average in size and plumage, and may appear quite different from far northern birds, but variation 
is reportedly extensive and clinal, and some authorities do not even recognize a separate subspecies there. More study is 
needed to clarify the situation (Sibley 2014). 
 
CTYellow-bellied Sapsucker – Sphyrapicus varius 

Seen two along the paved trail, uncommon. Formerly S. nuchalis [Red-naped Sapsucker] was considered conspecific with 

S. varius [Yellow-bellied Sapsucker], with or without inclusion also of S. ruber [Red-breasted Sapsucker]. Limited and 

localized hybridization occurs among the three species (Howell 1952); changes since Howell's work have been reported by 

Scott et al. (1976). Sphyrapicus varius [Yellow-bellied Sapsucker], S. nuchalis [Red-naped Sapsucker], and S. ruber [Red-

breasted Sapsucker] constitute a superspecies (Mayr and Short 1970). 



Page 7 
© Jacamar Group  

 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker – Richard Amable 

 

Downy Woodpecker - Picoides pubescens 
Heard and seen. Common. Three subspecies groups differ in plumage, but not voice or structure; many are probably 
identifiable but reliability of differences needs to be worked out (Sibley 2014). 
 

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS – TYRANNIDAE 
Sibley & Ahlquist (1985, 1990) found that the Tyrannidae consisted of two major groups, the "Mionectidae" 
for Mionectes and several genera of small flycatchers placed in the subfamily Elaeniinae (sensu Traylor 1979a); Sibley & 
Ahlquist's data also indicated that the "Mionectidae" and Tyrannidae were not sister groups.  Subsequent analyses (S. 
Lanyon 1985, W. Lanyon 1988a, b) did not support such a division. However, Chesser (2004) found the same deep division 
in the Tyrannidae, but found that the two groups were sisters. Tello et al. (2009) found that Mionectes was deeply 
embedded in the Tyrannidae and sister to Leptopogon.  For detailed discussions of relationships among genera, see Traylor 
(1977) and W. Lanyon (1985, 1986, 1988a, 1988b, 1988c). [incorp. Birdsley (2002), Fitzpatrick 2004].  Tello et al. (2009) 
have conducted the first comprehensive, gene-based analysis of relationships within the family and have discovered a 
number of novel relationships not yet reflected in the classification above or the Notes below, including grouping 
of Onychorhynchus, Myiobius, and Terenotriccus with Oxyruncus (Oxyruncidae).  Ohlson et al. (2013) proposed dividing the 
Tyrannidae into  families: Onychorhynchidae (for Onychorhynchus, Myiobius, and Terenotriccus), Platyrinchidae 
(for Calyptura, Neopipo, and Platyrinchus), Tachurididae (for Tachuris), Rhynchocyclidae 
(for Mionectes through Oncostoma, with three subfamilies), and Tyrannidae (with remaining genera, divided into five 
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subfamilies and several additional tribes); this was followed by Dickinson & Christidis (2014).  See Franz (2015) correction 
of Tachurididae to Tachurisidae.  See Fjeldså et al. (2018) for new information on relationships within the fluvicoline 
group. The current Tyranninae tentatively includes genera placed in the following subfamilies by other authors: 
Rhynchocyclinae, Fluvicolinae, Pipromorphinae, Hirundineinae, Elaeniinae, Triccinae, and Muscigrallinae.  The tentative 
linear sequence of genera within broadly defined Tyranninae follows the sequence of genera in Dickinson & Christidis (2014) 
for their Tachurisidae through Tyrannidae. 
 
Eastern Phoebe - Sayornis phoebe 
Two seen near parking lot. Also known as Dusky Flycatcher and the Phoebe Flycatcher. 

 
Eastern Phoebe – Richard Amable 

 

VIREOS - VIREONIDAE 
Blue-headed Vireo – Vireo solitarius 

One seen along the paved trail. Vireo solitarius [ Blue-headed Vireo], V. cassinii [Cassin's Vireo], and V. plumbeus [Plumbeous 

Vireo] were formerly regarded as subspecies of V. solitarius [Blue-headed (Solitarius) Vireo]; they constitute a superspecies 

(Sibley and Monroe 1990). Specific status of the three forms is based upon differences in morphology, coloration, 

vocalizations (Borror 1972, James 1981), and genetics (Murray et al. 1994, Johnson 1995). Assignment of populations from 

Central America to V. plumbeus is tentative. 
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Blue-headed Vireo – Richard Amable 

 

CROWS & JAYS – CORVIDAE 
For information on relationships among genera, see Peters (1962), Hardy (1969), Mayr and Short (1970), Goodwin (1976), 
Sibley and Ahlquist (1990), Sibley and Monroe (1990) and Espinosa de los Monteros (1997). 
The genera in South America are part of a group of New World jays the monophyly of which is supported by genetic (Ericson 
et al. 2005, Ekman and Ericson 2006) and morphological (Manegold 2008) characters. 
 
Blue Jay - Cyanocitta cristata 
Two seen along the paved trail. Cyanocitta stelleri [Steller's Jay] and C. cristata [Blue Jay] hybridize occasionally in central 
Colorado; they may constitute a superspecies (Mayr and Short 1970). 
 

CHICKADEES & TITMICES – PARIDAE 
Carolina Chickadee – Poecile carolinensis 
Heard and seen, common. Poecile atricapillus (Black-capped Chickadee) and P. carolinensis hybridize on a limited basis in 
the zone of contact in the midwestern states (Kansas east to Ohio) (Rising 1968, Braun and Robbins 1986) and in the 
southern Appalachians (Rising 1968, 1983a; Johnston 1971, Tanner 1952), and have been viewed as conspecific (Braun and 
Robbins 1986, Robbins et al. 1986). Mayr and Short (1970) considered the two to represent a superspecies. However, P. 
atricapillus is genetically closer to P. sclateri [Mexican chickadee] and P. gambeli [Mountain Chickadee ]than to P. 
carolinensis (Gill et al. 1989). The Old World P. montanus Conrad yon Baldenstein, 1827 [Willow Tit], may also belong in this 
superspecies (Vaurie and Snow 1957, Vaurie 1959, Desfayes 1964, Mayr and Short 1970), but see Gill et al. (1989). 
 

KINGLETS - REGULIDAE 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet - Regulus calendula 

One seen along paved trail 
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NUTHATCHES – SITTIDAE 
CTWhite-breasted (Eastern) Nuthatch – Sitta carolinensis 
Heard only. Vocal, morphological, and ecological differences among Pacific coast, interior montane, and eastern 
populations merit further investigation with respect to species limits. A few authors regard S. carolinensis and the Old World 
S. leucopsis [White-cheeked Nuthatch] Gould, 1850 to be closely related, but see Mayr and Short (1970). 
 

WRENS – TROGLODYTIDAE 
Traditional classifications (e.g., Mayr & Amadon 1951, Wetmore 1960, Meyer de Schauensee 1970) placed the 
Troglodytidae near the Sittidae, Certhiidae, Mimidae, and Cinclidae to reflect proposed relationships to those families (e.g., 
Beecher 1953). Genetic data (Sibley & Ahlquist 1990, Sheldon & Gill 1996, Barker et al. 2004, Voelker & Spellman 2004, 
Treplin et al. 2008) indicate a close relationship to the Polioptilidae. 
 
House Wren - Troglodytes aedon 
Seen one at prairie habitat. The International Commission for Zoological Nomenclature has been asked (Bull. Zool. 
Nomenclature 53: 187-190, 1996) to conserve the widely used specific name aedon despite the fact that T. domesticus 
(Wilson, 1808) has priority; see Banks and Browning (1995). Species limits within this complex are not well understood. 
Groups: T. aedon [Northem House-Wren], T. brunneicollis Sclater, 1858 [Brown-throated Wren], T. musculus Naumann, 
1823 [Southern House-Wren], T. martinicensis (Sclater, 1866) [Antillean HouseWren], and T. beani Ridgway, 1885 [Cozumel 
Wren]. Troglodytes aedon and T. brunneicollis intergrade through intermediate breeding populations in southern Arizona 
(Marshall 1956, Phillips et al. 1964, Lanyon 1960), but intergradation between brunneicollis and rnusculus in an area of 
close approach in north-central Oaxaca has not been definitely established (Monroe 1968, Binford 1989). Troglodytes beani 
appears to be part of the Antillean T. martinicensis complex. Many or all of the distinctive Caribbean subspecies included 
within the martinicensis group may each warrant species status. Brumfield and Capparella (1996) suggested that the 
rnusculus group and probably the brunneicollis group are specifically distinct from aedon, but study of parapatric 
populations is needed to resolve species limits in this complex. See comments under T. ochraceus. 

 
House Wren – Richard Amable 
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Carolina Wren – Thryothorus ludovicianus 
Seen one along paved trail. Groups: T. ludovicianus [Carolina Wren] and T. albinucha (Cabot, 1847) [Cabot's Wren]. Phillips 
(1986) not only treated albinucha as a species but also questioned whether albinucha belonged in the genus Thryothorus; 
however, see Griscom (1932), Lowery and Berrett (1963), and Cardiff and Remsen (1994). 
 

THRUSHES – TURDIDAE 
The limits of the Turdidae, as traditionally defined (e.g., REFS) are almost certainly incorrect. Genetic data (Cibois & Cracraft 
2004, Treplin et al. 2008, Sangster et al. 2010) indicate that the mostly Old World saxicoline genera are more closely related 
to members of the traditional Muscicapidae than to the Turdidae; this would require a merger of the two families or a 
transfer of the saxicoline genera (e.g., Oenanthe) to the Muscicapidae. Within the remaining Turdidae, genetic data (Klicka 
et al. 2005, Sangster et al. 2010) indicate that Myadestes is more closely related to a group that includes the Old World 
genera Stizorhina and Neocossyphus than it is to other New World thrushes; Olson (1989) and Pasquet et al. (1999) 
proposed recognition of a separate subfamily for this group, Myadestinae. 
 
CTHermit Thrush – Catharus guttatus 
Seen three at the shrub and pairie habitat. All the following four species of Catharus were formerly included in the genus 
Hylocichla (e.g., Hellmayr 1934, A.O.U. 1957). 

Hermit Thrush – Richard Amable 
 
American Robin - Turdus migratorius 
Common. Formerly known in American literature as the Robin. Groups: T. migratorius [American Robin] and T. confinis 
Baird, 1864 [San Lucas Robin].  
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MOCKINGBIRDS & THRASHERS – MIMIDAE 
Recent genetic data (Barker et al. 2002, 2004, Cibois & Cracraft 2004, Voelker & Spellman 2004, Johansson et al. 2008, 
Treplin et al. 2008) have confirmed once-controversial findings (e.g., Beecher 1953, Stallcup 1961, Sibley & Ahlquist 1980, 
1984, 1985, 1990) that the Mimidae and Sturnidae are sister families, suggested originally by the morphological analysis of 
Beecher (1953). Within the Mimidae, genetic data (Hunt et al. 2001, Cibois & Cracraft 2004, Lovette & Rubenstein 2007, 
Lovette et al. 2012) indicate two main groups: (1) a Caribbean group that also includes Dumetella, and 
(2) Mimus + Nesomimus +Toxostoma + extralimital Oreoscoptes. 
 
Gray Catbird – Dumetella carolinensis 
Heard and seen along paved trail. 
 
Northern Mockingbird - Mimus polyglottos 

One seen at the parking lot. Also known as the Mockingbird and Common Mockingbird. Mimus polyglottos and M. gilvus 

hybridize, occasionally but not freely, in Oaxaca and Veracruz (Wetmore 1943, Davis and Miller in Mayr and Greenway 

1960). Therefore, we follow most recent authors (e.g., Binford 1989, Sibley and Monroe 1990) in treating the two as 

separate species that form a superspecies (cf. Phillips 1962, 1986). 

 
Northern Mockingbird – Richard Amable 
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WOOD WARBLERS – PARULIDAE 
Several genetic data sets indicate that the sister family of the Parulidae is the Icteridae (e.g., Bledsoe 1988, Barker et al. 
2002, Yuri & Mindell 2002) [and get other subsequent REFS]. <incorp. Lovette & Bermingham 1999> The family was known in 
the older literature as "Compsothlypidae."  Genetic data (Lovette et al. 2010) indicates that the traditional sequence of 
genera needs modification to reflect relationships among the genera, e.g., Seiurus is sister to all other Parulidae, 
and Helmitheros is then sister to all other genera. 
 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler - Setophaga coronata 

Several seen along paved trail. The two groups have often been regarded as distinct species, D. coronata [Myrtle Warbler] 
and D. auduboni (J. K. Townsend, 1837) [Audubon's Warbler]; free interbreeding occurs in a narrow hybrid zone in mountain 
passes in the Jasper Park area, Alberta, and the Pine Pass area, British Columbia (Hubbard 1969, Barrowclough 1980)  

 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler – Richard Amable 

 
NEW WORLD SPARROWS – EMBERIZIDAE 
Genetic data (Bledsoe 1988, Sibley & Ahlquist 1990, Lougheed et al. 2000, Burns et al. 2002, 2003, Klicka et al. 2007, Sedano 
& Burns 2010 -- check Groth-Barrowclough etc.) indicate that the family Emberizidae as traditionally constituted is 
polyphyletic, with most genera occurring in South America belonging to the tanager lineage; some morphological data (Clark 
1986) also support this.  The only genera in South America traditionally placed in the Emberizidae for which genetic data 
indicate that they are true Emberizidae (now Passerellidae) are: Zonotrichia, Ammodramus, Aimophila (DaCosta et al. 
2009), Arremon, and Atlapetes; the majority have been found to be members of the Thraupidae; see Note 1 under that 
family.  Barker et al. (2013) and Klicka et al. (2014) found that even a more narrowly defined Emberizidae was not a 
monophyletic group and that recognition of a new family, Passerellidae, was required for all New World members of 
Emberizidae.  This was adopted by Chesser et al. (2017).  Klicka et al. (2014) also found that the phylogenetic relationships 
among genera and species in this family are not reflected in traditional linear sequences. 
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Eastern Towhee - Pipilo erythrophthalmus 
Seen one near parking lot. Pipilo erythrophthalmus and P. maculatus [Spotted Towhee] were formerly considered 

conspecific [Rufous-sided Towhee], but see A.O.U. (1995). Populations in the southeast differ from northern birds in eye 

color and slightly in plumage, but intergrade broadly so that variation is mostly clinal. Sibley (2014). 

Field Sparrow - Spizella pusilla 

Common. Spizella pusilla and S. wortheni [Worthen's Sparrow] constitute a superspecies (Sibley and Monroe 1990). 

 
Field Sparrow – Richard Amable 

 
Song Sparrow - Melospiza melodia 
Common. Sibley (2014) Extensive variation across its wide range can be partitioned loosely into the forms listed here, but 

variation is mostly clinal and all forms intergrade. Similar to Horned Lark and others, there are certainly better ways to 

subdivide the species, but more study is needed. 

Lincoln’s Sparrow - Melospiza lincolnii 

One seen near the marshes and reeds. Migrates regularly throughout continental North America between the breeding and 

wintering ranges, and (rarely) through the Greater Antilles (east to Puerto Rico). Accidental in Greenland. 
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Lincoln’s Sparrow – Richard Amable 

 

CTSwamp Sparrow - Melospiza georgiana* 

Several, fairly common here.  

 

CTWhite-throated Sparrow - Zonotrichia albicollis 

Several seen along the paved trail.  

 

Dark-eyed Junco - Junco hyemalis   
Seen one along paved trail. Groups: J. hyemalis [Slate-colored Junco], J. oreganus (J. K. Townsend, 1837) [Oregon Junco], J. 
aikeni Ridgway, 1873 [White-winged Junco], J. caniceps (Woodhouse, 1853) [Gray-headed Junco], and J. insularis Ridgway, 
1876 [Guadalupe Junco]. The form insularis is an isolated population closest to the oreganus group; Mirsky (1976) suggested 
that it should be recognized as a species because of vocal differences. The remaining groups intergrade in varying degrees. 
Several other forms may warrant recognition as groups: Junco mearnsi Ridgway, 1897 [Pink-sided Junco], of the oreganus 
group, breeding from southeastern Alberta and southwestern Saskatchewan to eastern Idaho and northwestern Wyoming, 
and J. dorsalis Henry, 1858 [Red-backed Junco], of the caniceps group, breeding from northern and central Arizona and 
central New Mexico to western Texas. For detailed information on groups, see Miller (1941). See comments under J. vulcani. 
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White-throated Sparrow – Richard Amable 

 

 
Dark-eyed Junco – Richard Amable 
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CARDINALS AND BUNTINGS – CARDINALIDAE 
This group is treated as a family, following AOU (1998). Tordoff (1954a) defined the group on the basis of shared characters 
of the skull to consist of Caryothraustes, Cyanocompsa, Passerina, Pheucticus, Cardinalis, Saltator, and Spiza, as well as 
extralimital Rhodothraupis). Sushkin (1924) considered Saltator to be a thick-billed tanager rather than a cardinalid or 
emberizid. Klicka et al. (2000) failed to find genetic support for inclusion of Saltator in this family, and this was later 
confirmed by Klicka et al. (2007), whose genetic data showed that the Cardinalidae, as defined above, is highly polyphyletic. 
A monophyletic Cardinalidae would require removal of Saltator and Parkerthraustes and inclusion of Amaurospiza, 
and Granatellus.  Barker et al. (2013) confirmed that the genera listed here are members of the Cardinalidae.  The current 
sequence of species in this family is meaningless and will be re-evaluated once proposals are processed. 
 
Northern Cardinal - Cardinalis cardinalis 
Common. Sibley (2014) Two subspecies groups are reliably distinguished by bill shape and plumage pattern. Groups: C. 

cardinalis [Common Cardinal] and C. carneus (Lesson, 1842) [Long-crested Cardinal]. Also known as the Cardinal or 

Common Cardinal. Cardinalis cardinalis and the South American C. phoeniceus Bonaparte, 1838 [Vermilion Cardinal], may 

constitute a superspecies (Mayr and Short 1970, Paynter 1970). 

 

FINCHES – FRINGILLIDAE 
[family status, relationships]. Tordoff (1954a) proposed that Carduelis and relatives were more closely related to the 
Ploceidae than to other Fringillidae (which in Tordoff's view included the Emberizidae) based on palatal structure and 
nesting biology. <add more recent data, e.g. incorp. Zuccon et al. 2012> The genera Euphonia and Chlorophonia were formerly 
placed in the Thraupidae, but genetic data (Burns 1997, Burns et al. 2002, Klicka et al. 2000, 2005, García-Moreno et al. 
2001, Sato et al. 2001, Yuri & Mindell 2002) indicate that they are more closely related to the Fringillidae than to any other 
family; this finding is also consistent with aspects of the biology of the euphonias and chlorophonias with respect to voice, 
diet, and nesting biology. 
 
CT House Finch - Haemorhous mexicanus 
Seen one along paved trail. Groups: H. mexicanus [Common House-Finch], H. rncgregori Anthony, 1897 [McGregor's House-
Finch], and H. arnplus Ridgway, 1876 [Guadalupe House-Finch]. 
 
American Goldfinch - Spinus tristis 
Common. Sibley (2014) Eastern and Western (and perhaps Pacific) forms differ slightly in plumage and possibly voice. 

These are probably not safely identified in the field but more study is warranted.  
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House Finch – Richard Amable 

 

OTHER WILDLIFE 
 
RODENTIA (CASTORIDAE & SCIURIDAE) 
Muskrat – Ondatra zibethicus 

Seen one at the lake. 
 
Eastern Gray Squirrel - Ondatra zibethicus 
Common. 
 
Eastern Chipmunk - Tamias striatus 
Seen two along the paved trail. 
 

ANURA (BUFONIDAE, RANIDAE)  
Northern Leopard Frog - Rana pipiens 
Seen one near the lake. 
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Northern Leopard Frog – Richard Amable 

 

LEPIDOPTERA (NYMPHALIDAE) 
Monarch Butterfly - Danaus plexippus 
One seen at prairie habitat 
 
Clouded Sulphur – Colias philodice  
Seen one along paved trail. Also called Common Sulphur 
 

 
Clouded Sulphur – Richard Amable 
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The Guide 

 
 
 

THE END 
 
 


